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at last inducing the United States to renew diplomatic relations with
her. These two transactions are dealt with in another part of the
present volume.1 In this place, we have to examine the first phase of
the parallel and contemporary and equally successful activities of
Russian statesmanship in Europe.
In the relations between Russia and Germany, the German police-
raids of the 24th April, 1933, on the 'Derop' offices in the territory of
the Reich were followed, no later than the 28th of the same month,
by the first meeting, since Herr Hitler's accession to office, between
the Chancellor and the Soviet Ambassador in Berlin. Possibly the
political effect in Moscow of the 'Derop' raids may have suggested
to Herr Hitler's mind that the Russo-German entente which he had
inherited from his predecessors was too costly a treasure to be
sacrificed recklessly on the altar of his anti-Marxian faith. On the
other side, the Soviet Government by this time had travelled far,
on their part, from their early counsel of perfection that Capitalist
Powers, as such, were to be treated as 'untouchables'. This common
will to peace took practical form, forthwith, in the exchange of
ratifications at Moscow, on the 5th May, 1933, of two diplomatic
instruments, implementing the original Rapallo Treaty of 1922,
which had both been signed some time back but had remained there-
after in a state of suspension. One of the two was the German-
Soviet Conciliation Agreement which had been signed on the 25th
January, 1929;2 the other was a protocol, signed in Moscow on the
24th June, 1931, for prolonging the German-Soviet Neutrality Treaty
of the 24th April, 1926, which expired on the 29th June, 1931.8 This
formal transaction in May 1933 was a certain offset to the moral
alienation of the two parties from one another which had followed the
inauguration of the new regime in Germany. Yet, even if this ex-
change of ratifications may have tempered the Soviet Government's
misgivings towards 'the Third Reich5, it was so far from allaying
them that the Soviet Government continued to pursue, with all their
might, their parallel European policy of making friends with as many
as possible of Germany's other uneasy European neighbours.
The first step in this direction which was taken by Soviet diplomacy
in 1933 was the submission by the Soviet delegation at the Dis-
armament Conference, during the discussion of the French plan in
February, of a proposal for defining the aggressor which was so
uncompromising and so comprehensive that the French themselves
1 See Part IV, sections (v) and (vi), below.
See the Survey for 1930, pp. 120-7; text in Documents for 1929, pp. 156-9.
s Survey for 1927, pp. 30JL-10.